FIRST MEDITERRANEAN AGREEMENT            IOI
Although the questions of the Mediterranean in general do not primarily affect the interests of Austria-Hungary, my Government has the conviction that England and Austria-Hungary have the same interests so far as concerns the Eastern Question as a whole, and therefore the same need of maintaining the status quo in the Orient, so far as possible, of preventing the aggrandizement of one Power to the detriment of others, and consequently of acting in concert in order to insure these cardinal principles of their policy.
In expressing the confidence that these declarations will receive the cordial assent of the Government of Her Majesty the Queen, I avail myself, etc.
Italian  acknowledgment  of the  accession  of Austria-Hungary. London, March 24, 1887.
To His Excellency Count Karolyi, Ambassador of Austria-Hungary, London.
London, March 24, 1887. Mr. Ambassador,
I have had the honor to receive the communication of Your Excellency of today by which you have been good enough to inform me that the Government of His Majesty the Emperor, animated by the desire to contribute to the maintenance of European public law and of peace, and believing that the understanding reached between the Governments of Italy and of England, and formulated in the notes exchanged February 12 last between the Marquess of Salisbury and myself, conforms to the policy of Austria-Hungary, adheres thereto.
In conformity with the orders which I have received from my Government I have the honor to express to Your Excellency the sincere satisfaction which the Government of His Majesty the King has shown on learning that the Government of His Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty was animated by these intentions, which can only make ever firmer the relations of good friendship existing between the two States; and I hasten to accept in the